
A CHORD
A mystery that rocks.

Written by

Music For Life Screenwriting Class Winter, 2025

Conceived by Milo Fuller

Music For Life Creative Arts Therapy
https://www.musicforlifecenter.com/



SCENE 1 EXT. MAGIC LAND MUSIC STUDIO - DAY

A sunny day outside of a music studio, Magic Land Studios, in 
a suburban town. Cars drive bye as a rock band is faintly 
heard inside.

SCENE 2 INT. MAGIC LAND MUSIC STUDIO - MOMENTS LATER

Two squirrels are seen outside the window looking in. The 
camera moves to reveal a rock band, THE NO, rehearsing for an 
upcoming “Battle of the Bands” show. A poster for the gig is 
on the wall. The bandmembers are KETO, JAMES, FRIDAY and 
KAYLA. Keto plays drums, James plays bass, Friday plays 
guitar and Kayla is lead singer and keyboard player. Kayla, 
the self proclaimed leader of the band, abruptly stops.

KAYLA
Hey, Stop! Stop!

FRIDAY
What’s wrong, Kayla?

KAYLA
I hate this song!

Keto starts laughing and falls off his stool.

KETO
Here we go again!

KAYLA
Don’t laugh at me!

Keto rolls around on the floor laughing.

JAMES
What’s so funny, Keto?

KETO
Her. She’s funny. 

Kayla raises her fist.

KAYLA
You’re gonna find out how funny I 
am in a minute.

FRIDAY
Oh, no. Don’t make a scene.



2.

JAMES 
Let’s not fight. Let’s problem 
solve.

A custodian named CHARLIE enters.

CHARLIE
Hey, sorry to interrupt.

JAMES
That’s ok Charlie. Come on in.

CHARLIE
You guys almost done?

KETO
In more ways than one.

CHARLIE
Ok. Just let me know when you 
leave. I have to shampoo the rugs 
tonight.

FRIDAY
Will do Charlie. 

CHARLIE
Oh, and James...

JAMES
Yes?

CHARLIE
Stop feeding the squirrels outside, 
will ya?

JAMES
But, they look so hungry, man.

CHARLIE
They’re driving me nuts.

Keto laughs.

JAMES
Ok, Charlie. 

CHARLIE
Thanks. You guys are sounding 
pretty great. Keep up the good 
work.
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FRIDAY
Thank you, Charlie.

Charlie exits.

JAMES
 Kayla, what’s wrong with the song?

KAYLA
I hate that last chord change. It’s 
so obvious! Why did you write it 
that way, Friday? 

Friday is too upset to speak.

JAMES
Which chord specifically? 

KAYLA
The A chord! 

FRIDAY
Well... because I... I don’t know! 
You don’t like it, change it! I 
don’t care any more.

Friday storms out. On his way he drops his bag and things fly 
out.

FRIDAY (CONT’D)
Oh, great!

 He scoops up his mess.  

KAYLA
Fine. I will change it!

JAMES
No you won’t. Just wait. Friday, 
wait!

Friday exits.

KETO
Man, I’m going home. 

JAMES
Are you coming to rehearsal 
tomorrow morning?

KETO
If I feel like it. But, in my 
present mood, I don’t think so.
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Keto exits. On his way out Kayla pretends to leap at him and 
Keto screams.

JAMES
Kayla, you better start thinking 
about this band and not just 
yourself.

KAYLA
Are you serious? I am this band!

JAMES
I don’t know about that.

KAYLA
You guys would be nothing without 
my voice. I am the voice of a 
generation!

Pause.

JAMES
Ok. You know what, Kayla?

KAYLA
What?

Longer pause.

JAMES
You’re right.

Pause. Kayla didn’t see that coming.

KAYLA
I am?

JAMES
Yeah. We do need your voice and we 
can’t win Battle of the Bands 
without you. But right now we have 
no band because of you. So, if you 
think you can win by yourself go 
ahead. Otherwise, be at rehearsal 
tomorrow.

James exits. Kayla thinks.

KAYLA
Stupid A chord. 
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SCENE 3 INT. MAGIC LAND MUSIC STUDIO - NIGHT

The studio is dark when the creaking of the waiting room door 
is heard. The studio door opens. Someone or something enters 
and looks around. A security camera gets pushed aside 
obstructing its view. They see the keyboard and as they pass 
by it some of the keys are heard being played. The figure 
looks at the drum kit and the guitars on the wall. The figure 
sees the Battle of the Bands poster on the wall. A computer 
with the bands recording software turns on. A chair topples 
over. The bands music is heard blaring. A figure pounds on 
the keys of the computer. Suddenly everything goes dark and 
quiet. The figure places a sticky note on the computer that 
reads “Sorry. It had to be done.” The door squeaks again and 
slams shut.

SCENE 4 INT. MAGIC LAND MUSIC STUDIO - THE NEXT DAY

Keto arrives to find Friday already there working on the 
song.

KETO
Hey.

FRIDAY
Hey.

Keto looks at the rug.

KETO
Who left giant footprints all over 
the place?

FRIDAY
Charlie shampooed the rug last 
night. Someone must have stepped on 
it when it was wet.

KETO
Who? And in bare feet? Weird.

They slowly get their instruments ready. James enters.

JAMES
Am I late?

KETO
No. I’m early.

JAMES
Cool, man.
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FRIDAY
Are we a three piece now?

JAMES
I don’t know.

KETO
I hate to say it. But, if we are, 
we’re in trouble.

Friday notices the sticky note on the computer.

FRIDAY
(reads)

“Sorry. It had to be done.” What’s 
this?

JAMES
I don’t know.

James notices that the computer key pad is flipped over and 
he sees something else.

JAMES (CONT’D)
Where did this come from?

He picks up a guitar pick.

JAMES (CONT’D)
This is a Hendrix Pendrix signature 
guitar pick. 

KETO
Hendrix Pendrix? I can’t stand that 
guy. He’s gonna be at Battle of the 
Bands tomorrow night. 

FRIDAY
He’s really good.

JAMES
Not better than you. But, what is 
one of his guitar picks doing here?

FRIDAY
(quickly)

Wasn’t me!

JAMES
What do you mean it wasn’t you?

FRIDAY
Nothing.
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JAMES
Lets just jam until Kayla gets 
here.

FRIDAY
If Kayla gets here.

KETO
I’ll count us in. 1, 2, 3, 4!

The band starts jamming. But, every time they hit that A 
chord, the sound cuts out. 

FRIDAY
What was that?

JAMES
I don’t know.

KETO
Let’s take it again. 1, 2, 3, 4!

They try again but the same thing happens.

JAMES
What is going on? 

FRIDAY
It’s happening right where the A 
chord is. 

JAMES
Friday, play an A.

Friday plays. No sound. 

FRIDAY
Nothing.

KETO
Whoa.

James plays an a chord. Still no sound.

JAMES
I don’t believe this.

No sound. The A chord is gone!

KETO
Yo. That A chord is gone, man. 
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SCENE 5 EXT. A PICNIC TABLE - LATER

The band is seated at a picnic table discussing their 
strategy for finding the missing A chord. They are mid 
conversation.

FRIDAY
You think she did it? You think she 
took the chord and left us?

JAMES
I hope not. We can’t win battle of 
the bands without that chord.

KETO
Charlie’s not answering my texts. 

JAMES
That’s not like him. 

KETO
I took some pictures of the 
footprints I found. I’m going to 
see if I can find anything out 
about them. Maybe whoever left the 
footprints took the A chord.

JAMES
Good idea. I’m going to take the 
security camera footage to a 
filmmaker to see if they can help 
us. Friday-

FRIDAY
Yeah.

JAMES
Why don’t you go talk to Hendrix 
Pendrix and see if he had anything 
to do with it. He likes you.

FRIDAY
(nervous)

Yeah. Ok.

Kayla arrives and is walks toward them. She sits.

KAYLA
Hey.

JAMES
Hey.
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KAYLA
What’s going on?

KETO
You tell us.

KAYLA
What do you mean?

JAMES
Someone broke into the studio last 
night and stole our A chord.

KAYLA
What? (Pause) That’s crazy.

They stare at her.

KAYLA (CONT’D)
You think it was me?

JAMES
We think - we are going to find out 
who did it.

KAYLA
I’m outta here.

Kayla storms off.

KETO
(to James)

She hated that A chord. You think 
she did it, man? 

James doesn’t answer. They just watch her walk away.

SCENE 6 INT. A FILMMAKERS OFFICE - DAY

James interviews an eccentric filmmaker about the mysterious 
security camera footage they captured. There is a sign on the 
door that reads “Rick Rickman - Filmmaker, Actor, Artist, 
Humanitarian, Aspiring Astronaut, Spelunker.

JAMES
Greetings.

RICK
I don’t know what you are talking 
about! I had nothing to do with it! 
You can’t prove anything!
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JAMES
Ok?

RICK
Sorry. I was just rehearsing for my 
upcoming, one-man, feature film, 
crime drama titled, “I did it. I do 
it all. It’s just me.” 

JAMES
Sounds-

RICK
Captivating? I know. What can I do 
for you young man?

JAMES
Well, I have this security camera 
footage that I was hoping you could 
examine for me.

RICK
Hmmm. Lights, camera, action!

They watch the footage.

JAMES
So what do you think? Any idea who 
broke in?

Pause.

RICK
Fascinating. Let me ask you a 
question.

JAMES
Ok.

RICK
Do you believe in time travel?

JAMES
Um...

RICK
My latest documentary called, “See 
Ya When I See Ya”, follows the 
journey of a butterfly experiencing 
The Butterfly Effect.

JAMES
Sounds-
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RICK
Exhilarating? I know.

Rick starts flapping his hands like a butterfly and moving 
around the room.

JAMES
So, are you going to be able to 
help me?

RICK
Shhh!

Rick keeps flapping.

JAMES
Ok. This is not going to work.

SCENE 7 INT. A COFFEE SHOP - DAY

Friday is sitting down with Hendrix Pendrix.

HENDRIX
I knew you’d be back. I knew it was 
just a matter of time before you 
left The No and joined Hendrix 
Pendrix!

FRIDAY
No thank you. I like my band.

HENDRIX
What’s to like? They don’t respect 
you.

FRIDAY
Yes, they do. Well, except for-

HENDRIX
Kayla? She’s gonna ruin you guys.

FRIDAY
Maybe. Anyway, that’s not why I am 
here.

HENDRIX
Why are you hear?

FRIDAY
Somebody stole an A chord from one 
of our songs.

Pause.
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HENDRIX
That’s messed up.

FRIDAY
Yeah, and...

HENDRIX
And, you want to know if it was me.

FRIDAY
Yes.

HENDRIX
I’ve been known to steal a chord or 
two.

FRIDAY
Well, you really shouldn’t steal.

HENDRIX
Then let’s say I borrow. But, not 
from The No. Don’t flatter 
yourselves. 

Hendrix walks away leaving Friday alone. Before he exits he 
turns to Friday.

HENDRIX (CONT’D)
It’s a darn shame you didn’t accept 
my offer. See you at the Battle of 
the Bands. Unless you guys break up 
first.

Hendrix exits laughing. Friday sulks.

SCENE 8 EXT. A WOODED AREA - DAY

Keto walks up to a Bigfoot hunter named Brian. Brian has 
Bigfoot hunter gear on that tells us who he is. Brian is 
using binoculars to hunt Bigfoot.

KETO
Excuse me.

Brian is startled and lets out a scream.

BRIAN
Ahhhhh!

Keto is startled by Brian’s scream.

KETO
Ahhh!
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BRIAN
Sorry. I thought you were...him.

KETO
Bigfoot?

BRIAN
Bigfoot? No. I’ve never actually 
seen the majestic beast. I thought 
you were my parole officer. But, 
never mind that. What can I do for 
you?

KETO
I have a picture of a footprint and 
I was hoping you could tell me 
about the person who made it.

Keto shows Brian the picture. 

BRIAN
Hmmm. I can tell you it was made by 
a large man. Over six feet tall. At 
least 200 pounds...

While Brian is talking, a giant shadow covers them both. Keto 
looks up and sees what is causing the shadow. Keto is 
terrified. Brian does not notice and keeps talking.

BRIAN (CONT’D)
...a kind man with red hair and a 
tattoo of a mermaid on his calf...

KETO
(can barely speak)

I gotta go.

Keto runs off. The shadow goes away.

BRIAN
What a strange dude. Well. Onward!

Brian goes back to hunting.

SCENE 9 INT. MAGIC LAND MUSIC STUDIO - DAY

James, Friday and Keto are discussing there events.

JAMES
Film maker was a bust. 

13.



14.

KETO
Bigfoot hunter said the footprint 
was made by a man over 6 feet tall 
and 200 pounds. That could be 
Charlie. He’s still not answering.

JAMES
But, why Charlie? It doesn’t make 
any sense. Friday, how did it go 
with you?

FRIDAY
Guys, I have a confession to make.

JAMES
What?

Pause.

FRIDAY
I left the Hendrix Pendrix guitar 
pick in the room. It must have 
fallen out of my bag. 

KETO
What were you doing with a Hendrix 
Pendrix guitar pick?

FRIDAY
He’s been trying to recruit me to 
join his band. I had coffee with 
him a few weeks ago and he gave me 
the pick.

KETO
You actually listened to him?

FRIDAY
I was sick of having my feelings 
hurt by Kayla and - yes. I listened 
to him. And, then I told him no. 
I’m sorry.

JAMES
You don’t have anything to be sorry 
about. I’m glad you’re still with 
us.

KETO
Me too.

FRIDAY
Thanks, guys.
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JAMES
So I guess it wasn’t Hendrix. That 
leaves Charlie or-

Suddenly Kayla is heard outside screaming.

FRIDAY
Kayla!

The guys look out the window.

SCENE 10 EXT. MAGIC LAND MUSIC STUDIO - SAME TIME

Kayla is yelling at a tree. 

KAYLA
I know you squirrels know 
something! You better start 
talking! Or squeaking or whatever 
you do! You think you can mess with 
this band? You are nuts! Nuts! 

SCENE 11 INT. MAGIC LAND MUSIC STUDI0 - SAME TIME

KETO
She’s talking to the squirrels, 
man!

FRIDAY
James, I think Kayla has gone off 
the deep end.

KETO
She’s lost it! She must have done 
it!

Suddenly, Charlie bursts in.

CHARLIE
Hey, guys!

KETO
Charlie where have you been? We’ve 
been calling you!

CHARLIE
Fishing! But I dropped my phone in 
the lake. Sorry. Did you get my 
sticky note?

JAMES
You left the sticky note?
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SCENE 12 INT. MAGIC LAND MUSIC STUDIO - EVENING (FLASHBACK)

CHARLIE
Yeah. After I shampooed the rugs I 
propped open the front door and 
brought the machine to my van. When 
I got back everything was going 
haywire! So, I took off my dirty 
shoes, walked in and pulled the 
plug. Sorry. I don’t know how to 
use that fancy equipment. I hope I 
didn’t ruin anything you were 
working on.

SCENE 11 INT. MAGIC LAND MUSIC STUDIO - CONTINUOUS

KETO
You think Charlie pulling the plug 
deleted the A?

JAMES
I don’t think so. Nothing like that 
has ever happened before. That’s ok 
Charlie. 

FRIDAY
It must have been Kayla!

Two squirrels appear in the window.

CHARLIE
Shoo! Get out of here! James I 
asked you not to feed the 
squirrels.

JAMES
I haven’t been.

CHARLIE
Shoo! Go eat an acorn!

The squirrels seem to be taunting Charlie.

JAMES
What’s the matter? You don’t like 
acorns any more? What’s wrong with 
an acorn?

Pause. James listens and looks at Charlie and the squirrels 
and listens to Kayla in the distance. 

KAYLA
Go eat an acorn and leave us alone!
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JAMES
Acorn? (Pause) Acorn! 

Suddenly, Kayla bursts in!

KAYLA
I found it!

SCENE 13 INT. MAGIC LAND MUSIC STUDIO - MOMENTS LATER

The A chord appears floating in the room. (Can we do this 
digitally?) They are all amazed by what they see.

FRIDAY
Where did you find it?

KAYLA
Those darn squirrels had it in 
their nest!

KETO
They did?

JAMES
Yes! Of course! After Charlie left 
the door open the squirrels ran in 
looking for food. They must have 
bumped into the security camera and 
the computer which turned on the 
music and when our song hit the A 
chord the squirrels thought it was 
an acorn and took it! 

FRIDAY
It was an innocent mistake. 

KETO
Kayla. How did you know?

KAYLA
I don’t know. I just felt it. 
(pause) I feel all your chords, 
Friday. 

FRIDAY
I’m sorry we doubted you.

KAYLA
I get it. I’m sorry I doubted your 
song.
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FRIDAY
It’s ok. I’m so glad you’re here. 
Nobody sings like you.

KETO
She’s the voice of a generation!

JAMES
Truly.

KAYLA
Thanks guys.

JAMES
Kayla, play an A.

Kayla plays an A. It sounds great.

JAMES (CONT’D)
Cool. Now, let’s rock!

SCENE 14 INT. MAGIC LAND MUSIC STUDIO - DAY

The band jams.

END
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